
 

 

Petts Wood Runners  

Annual General Meeting Tuesday 19th May 2026 

Orpington Rugby Club, Leesons Way, BR5 2QB 

Committee Members Present: Chair - Marcus Elwes (ME), Daniel Selman (DS), Liz Squires 

(LS), Alex Robbins (AR), Barbara Carr (BC), Mike Reeves (MR), Simon Brier (SB), Kev Howarth 

(KH), Nat Juchau (NJ), Hannah Harrison (HH), Mike Reeves (MR) 

Apologies Corrine Hollamby (CH), Dave Groom (DG) 

 

1. Welcome - Daniel Selman (Club Secretary). 

a) DS welcomed members to the AGM and outlined the meeting format. A quorum of 

10% was confirmed, with at least sixty members in attendance. 
 

b) The minutes of last year’s 2025 AGM were approved. 

 

c) Election of the committee for 2026/27 was approved as presented to the 

membership in advance.  Barbara Carr and Corrine Hollamby who were both 

standing down as committee members as well as Marcus Elwes who was standing 

down as Chair. Otherwise, all remaining committee members will continue. Club 

members thanked Barbara, Corrine and Marcus for their contribution. DS reiterated 

that ME had done a fantastic job at getting the Club up to standard with the England 

Athletics (EA) requirements and governance. ME thanked Karen Jones for her 

assistance in navigating and updating the EA portal. 

 

The Committee members for 2026/27 are below.  

2026 Committee Members 

Name Position 

Jason Mercer Chair 

Daniel Selman Secretary 

 



Simon Brier Treasurer 

Alex Robins Membership Secretary 

Kevin Howarth Men’s Captain 

Nat Juchau Ladies Captain 

Liz Squires Social Secretary 

Hannah Harrison Welfare Officer / Liaison 

Dave Groom Health and Safety Officer 

Eleanor Pinkerton Comms Officer 

Mike Reeves Coach 

Presheena Howell Committee Member 

Jamie White Committee Member 

Mark Burgess Committee Member 

   

2. Chairman’s report – Marcus Elwes 

ME gave an overview of the Club’s achievements and plans. This information is in the 

below Annual Review 2026 document. 

 

 

Key highlights: 

ME began his report by explaining that the Club is for members and encouraged all to 

engage with the committee with ideas for club running and social events.  

 

ME explained the changes to the committee structure, including the appointment of a 

Communications Officer. This role is responsible for improving how messages are 

communicated to members. He added that the Club must operate safely, securely, and in 

line with EA standards. 
 

He continued with thanking the Committee for their continued work and engagement 

with the Club recognising that being a committee member is voluntary.  

 

3. Membership Figures 

Membership stands at 571 (ahead of same time last year) and is expected to reach 

around seven hundred by year end. The Chair’s report includes further details on 

membership costs and composition, and ME encouraged members to read it. 

 

 



Club standards have improved significantly this year, particularly in meeting EA 

requirements. EA expects clubs to meet the following seven standards: 
1. Constitution 

2. Committee 

3. Grievance & Disciplinary Policy 

4. GDPR (data protection) 

5. Inclusion & Diversity 

6. Safeguarding (mandatory from April 2025) 

7. Health & Safety 

 

4. Training/Coaching Report – Mike Reeves/Marcus Elwes 

The Club continues to seek additional run leaders. Although it currently has eighty-seven, 

covering sixteen groups on a Tuesday night remains a challenge. More runners are also 

needed to complete CIRF and LIRF training, and the Club will subsidise both 

qualifications up to 75%. 

 

5. Social Events  

As Social Secretary, Liz Squires organises a range of events, including a curry night, quiz 

night, winter party, and leaders’ drinks. Other activities include the lavender run; train 

runs and overseas trips. Members value these events, and thanks were given to Liz and 

her team for organising them. 

This year’s Winter Party will be a black-tie (or just smart/posh) event to mark the Club’s 

20th anniversary, and twelve places are still available. 

 

6. Wider Community 

Members also support local community events, which helps promote the Club. Examples 

include volunteering at parkrun, the London and Brighton Marathons, the PW10K, the 

Beginners Course and Knole Park. Thanks go to HH, Tim Springett, Matt Jones, Johnny 

Gill. 

The Club supports many charities. Its official charity for the year was Cancer Research 

UK, coordinated by Sally Callaghan, with a total of £24,863.28 raised. Alzheimer’s 

Research UK is the 2026 charity, and £8,034 has been raised so far. Ellen and Stuart Ball 

are leading the fundraising. 

PW 10K - Jason Mercer had agreed to continue as Run Director of the 2026 PWR 

organised 10KM. However, circumstances have changed and Rachel Inman will be 

replacing Jason later this year. The 2025 10K was again highly successful as detailed 

below:  

Total Entries: 1012 sold online + 9 PWRs. 

 



• 1027 runners expected on the day (after transfers, PWR runners and pre-advised 

withdrawals) 

• There were:  

• 29 transfers completed 

• One on-the-day entry (permitted due to RD error!) 

• 855 finishers (38 more than 2024) 

• 172 no-shows - 16.77% (compared to 135 in 2024) 

• 109 - affiliated male runners (2024: 88) 

• 89 - affiliated female runners (2024: 72) 

• 386 - unaffiliated male runners (2024: 389) 

• 276 - unaffiliated female runners (2024: 268) 

• Volunteers: 202 volunteers 

 

7. Internal Races 

Running events continue to thrive, including the KFL and the internal Grand Prix. 

Members who can help organise these events are encouraged to speak to KH, NJ, or 

Gavin Mackay. Internal races include the Handicap/Yacht Races, the Grand Prix, the 

Members’ 10km and the Mob Match. All members are encouraged to take part, as these 

events are great fun. 

8. Kit 

Thanks were given to AR and Dean Lenihan for continuing to hold club kit stock, allowing 

a quicker turnaround when members order new kit. Vests cost £23, and members can 

view the kit on the Club’s website. 

9. Treasurer’s report  

Most of the Club’s income comes from membership fees, with around £10,500 received 

from approximately seven hundred members. The aim is for the Club to operate on a 

cost-neutral basis. The current balance is around £15,000, which is held in reserve for 

unexpected major expenses, such as replacing the shed or gazebo. 

10. Captains’ report  

KH acknowledged the commitment from members to participate in races as it was a 

packed race calendar. There were twelve club records broken during this year: -  

F45 Emma Stevens 

M40 Will Senbanjo x4 

 



M60 Johny Gill x2 

F55 Geraldine Schaer 

FSNR Melody Kane/Elly Phillips 

F65 Wendy Tung 

M40 Dean Lenihan 

M70 Geoff Manley 

These achievements reflect the Club’s competitive strength. KH and NJ encouraged 

runners from all groups to take part in races and would also like to see more women 

attending, as there is something for everyone and transport is available. Assembly 

League races take place on the first Thursday of each month and are approximately three 

miles long. 

Club awards 

Presenting awards to members is an exciting part of the AGM. 

The awards were allocated to the following: 

Category Winner 
Most Improved Male Runner of the Year Jamie White 
Most Improved Female Runner of the Year  Jenny Waterman 
Male Runner of the Year Dean Lenihan 
Female Runner of the Year Melody Kane 
Overall Contribution to the Club  
(The Rob Lillywhite trophy) 

Sally Callaghan 

Special Achievement award Mike Reeves 
 

11. Questions  

The new committee members who were present introduced themselves. 

ME closed the meeting by thanking the committee members for their time and 

energy during his tenure as Chair, and thanked members for their continued support 

and encouragement. 

No advance questions were received from members, and with no further business to 

discuss, the meeting was closed. 

 

Date of next meeting – May 2027 

 

Barbara Carr  

Minute taker - PWR Committee – May 2026 

 


